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_ » QUIZ NIGHT IS COMING TO
ESSINGTON RUGBY CLUB! -

' j \E% Get your teams together and join us for
| ESSINGTON RUFGC a night of trivia and laughs! &

7 Friday 4th September
) 7:30pm start - club open from
7:00pm
90 Teams of upto 6
CE £2 per person
@ Bring an item for the Food Bank

¢ Essington Rugby Club, High Hill,
WV11 2DW

Bring your best quiz brains... and

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER prepare to battle it out for the win!
7-30 PM START :
TABLES OF 6 PLAYERS / £2 PER PERSON Don’t forget your contributions to the
AND AN ITEM FOR THE FOOD BANK food bank god knows people need it
ESSINGTON RUGBY CLUB, HIGH HILL, WV11 2DW now more than ever

1ST TEAM LEAGUE FIXTURES 2026-27
ESSINGTON RUFC

SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH

26 BURNTWOOD 2S (H) 12 OLD SALTLEIANS2S(H) 06 MOSELEY OAK 25 (A)
19 BURNTWOOD 2s (A) 13 WEDNESBURY (H)

OCTOBER

03 WILLENHALL 25 (A) JANUARY APRIL

24 TELFORD 25 (A) 16 WILLENHALL 28 (H) 03 OLD SALTLEIANS 25 (A)

31 SUTTON COLDFIELD 2S (H) 23 TELFORD 25 (H)

NOVEMBER FEBRUARY
07 TAMWORTH 2S (A) 13 SUTTON COLDFIELD 2S (A)
21 MOSELEY OAK 2S (H) 20 TAMWORTH 2S (H)

28 WEDNESBURY (A)



A TOUGH SUMMER FOR THE PITCHES

You only need to look around to see the effects this extraordinary dry and hot summer has had on
the flora and fauna. Our pitches at the club have certainly felt the effects, with the prolonged hot,
dry weather leaving them extremely hard and with very little grass coverage.

As a result, the RFU has taken the decision to delay the start of the season by two weeks. This has
meant that our planned warm-up games have had to be postponed, and the cup game against
Stone has now been moved to 19th September.

The good news is that training is going well, with the lads putting in plenty of hard work and getting
themselves ready for the season ahead. Coaches Steve and Adam (Biggins) are excited to see what
the lads can do when they finally get the opportunity to put all that practice into motion under
proper game conditions.

There is, however, some rugby to look forward to. We have a warm-up game against Rugeley on
12th September, before the first league game of the season, which will still be at home against
Burntwood 2nds.

President Dave Brawn is organising a Vice Presidents' meal before the Burntwood game. If you
would like to attend, please contact Dave directly to book your place.

After a long, hot summer, everyone at the club is looking forward to getting back on the pitch. So
come along, enjoy the rugby, support the lads and see whether all that hard work at training can be
put into practice!

Come along, support the lads and let's get the new season underway!

CHANGES AT THE RFU!

Some of you may follow Staffordshire Rugby Union on social media where they have posted the
following message ;

‘Staffordshire Rugby is pleased to welcome the creation of the new Midlands West Regional
Growth Partnership Board, bringing together Staffordshire, North Midlands RFU and
Warwickshire.
Congratulations to Monica Shafaq on her appointment as Chair.
The Board will work alongside the three Constituent Bodies and the RFU to help open new doors,
build new partnerships and create opportunities to grow the game across our region.’

At this stage, we don't know what this change will mean for our club or for our local Staffordshire
Constituent Body. Indeed, we have not received any notification or information directly regarding
the changes.

There is some additional information available through this LINK, along with some interesting
articles which may provide a little more background and context.

As more information becomes available, we will hopefully have a clearer picture of what the new
structure means for local clubs and the future development of rugby in Staffordshire.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063519942028&__cft__[0]=AZYhelZCNzaJddcJe8LD-YkSgGuFGhW-7_dh4dgobc7dbZArdxxpB1B90RSzp5aJvPlGvtIt31MvZQFeQ-3PIJ_E3M1Un5lrP_wjMOTki3YRwtvAI77YJDvN2xrg-fyIIFyPT4brRjNqZGD1_VihJsl2YP8xPU3r9_zR-UmJGLvy9w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://share.articulate.com/uN85qV--Pr3OMSbAGcH7C#/lessons/53asFANtivsUxIdeC7D39zUZHo-UYqt_
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Most Improved Player —
Logan Lockley

A fantastic season of
development, hard work
and determination. Well

deserved, Logan!

W2 233004100 3078 H0uusYY

Vets Player of the Year —
Paul Ashton
Recognising the experience,
commitment and passion Paul
continues to bring to the team.

ES3IUETUY Y78 HAWHyY
END OESEASON
EARDRAYIUN

W2 2330087100 1078 100837

Male Hawk of the Year —
Jesse Howard
Recognising the same
qualities that make a true
Hawk — commitment,
passion, teamwork and
everything that comes with
representing our club both on
and off the pitch.

Over 30 players,
organisers, families and
supporters joined us for

our end-of-season curry —

a brilliant evening
celebrating our
achievements on and off
the pitch.

The awards are a new
Essington Hawks
tradiftion, recognising the
commitment and

dedication of our players.

L
A huge thank you fo
everyone who has
supported the club
throughout the season.
We couldn’t do it without
you!

Female Hawk of the Year —
Rhiannon Pearson
An award that embodies what
it truly means to be a Hawk,
both on and off the pitch.
Rhiannon has shown incredible
commitment, passion and
dedication throughout the
season.

2233008100 2078 JaussYY

Young Player of the Year —
Tom Pearson
A brilliant season and a
fantastic contribution from
one of our younger players.



VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH

A massive congratulations to August's
Volunteer of the Month: Pete Cooper!

Pete came down in his own spare time to
rescue the club scrum machine from an
early grave in the weeds, giving it a full
service and getting it back in top working
order. Thanks to his hard work, the lads
can now take full advantage of it in
training—and hopefully, we'll be reaping
the rewards on the pitch this season! &

Volunteers like Pete are the absolute
backbone of Essington RUFC, and we can’t
thank him enough for his effort.

Want to get involved? We’re always on the
lookout for extra hands around the club.
Whether you can lend a skill, spare an
hour a week, or help out on match days,
every bit makes a massive difference.

If you're interested in volunteering, drop
us a message or get in touch with a
committee member!

Support Essington Rughy Club with Octopus Energy

We're delighted to be part of the Octopus Energy People Power initiative - a simple way to support
Essington Rugby Club while saving money on your energy bills.

When you switch your home energy to Octopus Energy using our unique referral link:

https://essingtonrugbyclub.octopus.energy

e You'll receive £50 energy credit.
e Essingfton Rugby Club will receive £50 to support our teams, equipment and club activities.

It's @ win-win! Every switch helps us continue o grow and invest in the future of the club, with no

extra cost to you.
Keep an eye on our social media channels and website for our referral link, or speak to a member of

the committee for more information.
Thank you for supporting Essington Rugby Club - on and off the pitch! @


https://essingtonrugbyclub.octopus.energy/

Family Fun Day

W " )
@EBmckesSluéib

What a fantastic afternoon we had! Adults and children, from 2 years old up to 70, enjoyed
goes at the egg and spoon race, sprinting and sack race, with plenty of laughs and some
serious competition along the way!

Everyone got involved in rugby rounders, while the children had a brilliant time on the
bouncy castle. And, of course, there was plenty of water pistol fun to keep everyone cool!

A huge thank you to Ellie and everyone who helped make the afternoon such a success. We
couldn’t have done it without you!



We are committed to supporting local producers

THE 1911 CAFE - PROUDLY SERVING ESSINGTON and spreading joy throughout our neighborhood.
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY

By uplifting the people of Essington, we provide
employment opportunities, entertainment, and a
welcoming space for all ages.

Within The 1911 Cafe, a well-established
community hub in Essingtan, the Sweetphaoria
brand will be a delightful addition for everyone to
enjoy.

Your Community Gathering Spot
Enjoy our classic brews, hearty breakfasts,
and light lunches

VISIT US TODAY! 5 —
www.19TIcafe.co.uk + 01922 408900 %{ﬂ% > ° PLUS, NOW OPEN! %CJ&/F
4" A DELIGHTFUL NEW SWEET TREAT SPOT IS HERE! D’x

._'_'5|

Indulge in gourmet mulkshakes, colorful sweets,
and delicious ice cream

EXPLORE OUR SWEETS!
www.sweetphoria.co.uk « 01922 308230

13} — e e —

@) ‘Eﬁ At Essington Community Centre, Hobnock Road, ™ (o

Essington, Wolverhampton WV11 2RF

-

Put the Dates in Your Diary

The new season is here, and we’ve got a
fantastic line-up of events planned for
2026/27!

Essington RUFC is about community,
friendships and having a good time together,

both on and off the pitch. So why not come
Halloween Party q bri friend d famil
SO e el nEn I07E own, bring your friends and family, meet

Oktoberfest | some new faces and get involved?
SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2026 =

DIARY DATES

2026 / 2027 _

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2026 -
| Owen Cup & Presidents’ Meal

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2026 -

| Christmas Fayre
FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER -
Quiz Night

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2026 -

Got an idea for another social event?

Essington Christmas Party

FRIDAY 29 JANUARY 2027 -
[ Burns Night

FRIDAY 10th APRIL 2027 -
Men’s Tour Weekend
FRIDAY 30th APRIL 2027 -

| Dinner Dance Awards Night
| SATURDAY 1st MAY 2027 -
Mixed Touch Games

| SUNDAY 2nd MAY 2027 -

| Chairman’s Da

We’d love to hear from you! Whether it’s a
family day, live music, themed night, race
night, bingo, games evening or something
completely different, get in touch and let us
know what you’d like to see.

e essingtonrufc@gmail.com


https://sweetphoria.co.uk/
https://sweetphoria.co.uk/

Support a Player. Support the Club.
; “ S| H GTON RUFC Want to get more involved with Essington RUFC and show

your support for one of our players? Our Player
I ln I En Sponsorship packages for the 2026/27 season are now
"’ available!

Contact Player Sponsorship — £100
Touch Player Sponsorship — £60

What do you get?
e Your name or business featured on the team sheet
whenever your sponsored player takes to the pitch.
e Special mentions when your player receives
recognition, including Player of the Match and other

CONTACT PLAYER 0% /s ToUoHPAYER
£100 awards.

GET YOUR NAME 0[" THERE * Your sponsored player receives a sponsor shirt

BY SPONSORING AN ESSINGTON RUFC PLRYER FOR THE 26/27 SEASON! featuri ng your name or busi ness, he[p| ng promote

DETAILS OF THIS PROMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITY ARE IN THE DESCRIPTION!

your sponsorship throughout the season.

It’s a great way to support an individual player, promote your business and show your support for
Essington RUFC both on and off the pitch.

Whether you’re a local business, family member, friend or proud supporter, we’d love to have you
involved.

Interested in sponsoring a player? Interested in club sponsorship?

Email sponsoressingtonrufc@gmail.com for more information and to secure your sponsorship.

Back a player. Promote your business. Support the club.

Players Sponsored So Far

e Phil Breakwell - DAVID BRAWN

e Steve Langford - SPENCER & CO CONSTRUCTION https://spencerandco.co.uk

e Michael Millchip - NOT SO TYPICAL FITNESS. https://www.notsotypicalfithess.co.uk/
e Alex Baldwin - ADDITIVA. https://www.facebook.com/share/1Hgu8RDJcr/

e Conor Gilhooly - THE WELLNESSHOT. _https://www.thewellnesshot.co.uk/

e Jesse Howard - SWEETPHORIA _https://sweetphoria.co.uk/

e Wil Morgan Osborn - CHAINSHOT _https://chainshotclothing.co.uk/

e Jamie Babington - MEMORY OF AUNTIE JANE

e Tom Pearson - THE OZZIE'S

e Greg Osborn - HS ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS
e James Hands - THE LYNDONS
e Club Member Helen Chandler Sponsored by THE LYNDONS



https://spencerandco.co.uk/
https://www.notsotypicalfitness.co.uk/
https://www.notsotypicalfitness.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1Hgu8RDJcr/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1Hgu8RDJcr/
https://www.thewellnesshot.co.uk/
https://www.thewellnesshot.co.uk/
https://sweetphoria.co.uk/
https://sweetphoria.co.uk/
https://chainshotclothing.co.uk/
https://chainshotclothing.co.uk/
mailto:sponsoressingtonrufc@gmail.com

ESSINGTON RUFC \ 7 \,/ ESSINGTON RUFG:

THIS IS ~ ." ' ._ TOUC H I
BE[ITE! | T

JUNIOR RUGBY _ D 19:30-21:00

LEARN SKILLS | MAKE FRIENDS | HAVE FUN

A ESSINGTON RUFC

. > HIGH HILL, WV11 2DW
A

..‘1

' "B ge% AGE 14..
‘1\" A Ll WP yixeo cenen Team
< .

4

ESSINGTON RUFC
WEDNESDRYS ; HIEH HILL
18:00 - 19:00 ' i WVil 2DW
AGES 14-18 LADS [O RETURNS: 29TH JULY

ESSINGTON RUFC

THIS IS
OUR GLUB

IT COULD BE YOURS!

PRE-SEASON TRAINING
JOIN US THIS WEEK
ALL ABILITIES WELCOME °

B EVERY MONDAY
AND WEDNESDAY

) 19:30-21:00

ESSINGTON RUFC
X HIGH HILL, WV11 2DW

NOW'S THE TIME TO

JOIN ERUFC
GET IN TOUCH!

JUNIOR BOYS RUGBY

MEN’S CONTACT TRAINING MIXED TOUCH TRAINING
MONDAYS TRAINING AGES 14+
& AGES 14-18 THURSDAYS
WEDNESDAYS WEDNESDAYS 7.30PM

7.30PM 6-7PM



Meet Our President — Dave Brawn: Superhuman or Technophobe?

Every rugby club needs a good President. Someone who can lead from the front, represent the club
and, ideally, understand modern technology.

Enter Dave Brawn.

Dave is, without doubt, a man of many talents. However, technology is perhaps not one of them.
Let’s start with the mobile phone. Dave doesn’t have one. Well, apparently he does... but only when
he has a heart attack! Otherwise, why would anyone possibly need one?

Then there’s the watch. Dave can’t wear one because, according to Dave, it goes out of control.
Quite what that means, nobody knows, but we suspect the watch is probably just trying to escape.

Social media is another area where Dave has struggled to embrace the modern world. He has made
an attempt at Facebook, but things haven't exactly gone to plan. In fact, Dave has now been
banned from Facebook.

Not because of anything he has written — we’re not
sure Dave would know how to write anything on
Facebook in the first place — but because of his
attempts to prove that he is human.

Facebook presented him with the dreaded test: “Select
all the squares containing a motorbike.”

Now, we have always thought Dave was superhuman,
but apparently even a superhuman has his limits. After
several attempts, Facebook decided that Dave was
either a robot, or simply too dangerous to be allowed
near a motorbike.

And yet, despite all this evidence that Dave may have
been defeated by modern technology, there is one area
where he really is superhuman.

Grants.

Dave's achievements in securing grants for the club
have been nothing short of remarkable. While the rest
of us struggle to identify a motorbike in nine small

| §
L.‘J-

squares, Dave can seemingly identify a funding opportunity from 50 miles away, fill in the
paperwork, make the right connections and somehow come back with money for the club.

New equipment? Dave will find a grant.

Improvements to the club? Dave will find a grant.

Something we didn't even know we needed? Give Dave five minutes and he'll probably find a
grant for it.

So perhaps we have got Dave all wrong. Maybe he isn't a technophobe after all.
Maybe he's simply saving his superpowers for where they really matter.

And if anyone from Facebook is reading this — Dave is definitely human. He just can't prove it by
finding a motorbike in a square.

Thank you, Dave, for everything you do for Essington RUFC. The club is incredibly lucky to have
you — even if we do keep you away from the Wi-Fi!

PS Dave has since been locked out of his Microsoft Outlook account!!!



Our Club Sponsors So Far

1911 Cafe
<»

1911

1911 Cafe are a hub of the village in the
community center opposite the school,
providing delicious, freshly prepared meals and
coffee/tea and cake! A great place to take
people for a chat and relax. Used by many
members of the Rugby Club. The cafe are long
time sponsors and supporters of the Rugby
Club.

The 1911 Café, Essington Community Centre,
Hobnock Road, Essington, WV11 2RF
https://1911cafe.co.uk/

Sweetphoria

Sweetphoria is Essington’s new sweeft treats
shop. Classic treats to signature ice creams and
milkshakes and candy floss ! A wide range high-

guality British and European sweets and
product that you will know and love. Located at
the back of 1911 cafe in the Essington
community centre.
Sweetphoria, Essington Community Centre,
Hobnock Road, Essington, WV11 2RF
www.sweetphoria.co.uk

Stone Cross Scaffold

/ \
SCAFFOLDING

Stone Cross Scaffolding, based in Wednesbury,
work together with a variety of clients to deliver
safe, efficient scaffolding solutions across the
West Midlands. Stone Cross have supported the
rugby club with many repair works and projects
where scaffolding support is required.

Ben Richards, one of the directors, is a long time
member of the club and is an ex-player and
ex-first team captain.
https://www.facebook.com/share/1Eq6erSxpo/
0121794 2747

Paragon

parag’Bn

Paragon Banking Group is one of the largest
providers of buy-to-let mortgages, and savings
accounts including ISA’s, plus financing
products. Based in Solihull it is listed on the
London Stock Exchange and is a constituent of
the FTSE 250 Index. Linked to Revolut through a
partnership used for UK savings products
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/

Walsh Funerals & Memorials

Walsh Funerals & Memaorials are a multi award-
winning, independent family run funeral
directors and memorial masons serving the West
Midlands. The family-run business is built on the
values of care, compassion, and professionalism,
ensuring your loved one receives the dignified
farewell they deserve. They have offices in
Bloxwich, Great Wyrley and West Bromwich.
Walsh funerals and memarials, 39 Park Rd,
Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 355
https://walshfunerals.co.uk/

Hilton Main construction

HILTON MAIN CONSTRUCTION LTD

Hilton Main construction are a family-based
construction company, based in Bloxwich,
specialising in civil construction maintenance
and lighting, from small private schemes to
large construction works, across the West
Midlands.

Hilton Main are a big supporter of the Essington
community and have helped the rugby club with
projects including the new car park extension.
https://www.hiltonmain.co.uk/

01922 716176


https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fstonecrossscaffolding%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwbkIxMUdxYTQxRFRTRzkxbHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7lWKDJ_SFQK8QrBHV7GNJEfg4PiCu_a1kp7nWiZyEhu6ix0ZKzw6LKVsi49g_aem_clIgQtLoeTXddQAuL8WMqg&h=AT57z-jJsH0tw_Q_UVgVhVRjJ9ugQiWztnhM3jovPm5ZMsK8HVlmfdXXQjmQqxKBosr6bu6NdsS9Q2PnooTFacZ_LXOLwR7Ud5-zMyIvALOkulLFsbOti0591tJ_1ijR_A
https://www.paragonbank.co.uk/

Support our sponsors : say you saw them advertised at Essington rugby club - Online, give them
a ‘-, comment, or tag — It all shows them their support really matters

Become a Club Sponsor
We’'re looking to welcome new local businesses to our growing team of club sponsors!

Our existing sponsors play a huge part in supporting the club, helping us provide opportunities for our
players, improve facilities, and continue building a strong community around the team.

We’d love to give more local businesses the opportunity to get involved, raise their profile, and show
their support for grassroots sport. Whether you’re a small local business or a larger company, your
support can make a real difference.

By becoming a club sponsor, you’ll not only be supporting the club and our players, but also putting your
business in front of our players, families, supporters and wider local community.
If you're interested in becoming a sponsor or would like to find out more about our sponsorship
opportunities, we’'d love to hear from you.

Support your local club. Support local sport. Grow with us.
Get in fouch today to find out how your business can become part of the club

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AT ESSINGTON RUGBY CLUB

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!

FLEXIBLE SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES DESIGNED TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS AND SUPPORT
YOUR LOCAL RUGBY CLUB

60LD PACKAGE
MAXIMUM BUSINESS EXPOSURE

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA PROMOTION
MATCH DAY ADVERTISING
CLUBHOUSE ADVERTISING

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
CLUB MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

SILVER PACKAGE

WEBSITE LISTING
SOCIAL MEDIA RECOGNITION
IN-CLUB ADVERTISING
BUSINESS PROMOTION
CLUB IEIHEII DISCOUNTS

EMAIL SPUHSUHESSIHGTUHHUFG@GHAIL GUH FUH HUHE IHFUHHATII]N




SLIMMING WORLD AT ESSINGTON RUGBY CLUB

I’m Kim, your local Slimming World Consultant, and I'm
proud fo run our friendly Essington group here at the club
every Thursday at 5.30pm. It’s a welcoming space where
members support each other, share ideas and celebrate
every step of their journeuy.

i " =g I This year, five of our amazing members have achieved their
Shﬂll’ﬁll g\WOIld dream target weight, and as a group we’ve celebrated a
feel rj_d good total weight loss of 8071b (57 stone 9lb). Every one of those

g pounds represents determination, support, and real-life
- THURSDAY change — and | couldn’t be prouder of them.
game 5.30pm | .
Right now, there are referrals available through

ESSINGTON RUGBY CLUB : -
' Staffordshire, Wolverhampton and Walsall councils.

WV11 2DW . .
If you'd like to check your eligibility, please contact me on
Call Kim 07900 982494 — | can give you the details for the local
07900 982494 authority.

Each week, our group is filled with people looking to feel healthier, happier and more confident. They
find a relaxed, no-judgement environment where encouragement is at the heart of everything we do.
If you’re thinking about joining us, you’re always welcome to pop in, have a chat and see what we’re all
about. No pressure, no judgement — just support.

Thank you to Essington Rugby Club for being such a fantastic home for our Thursday group.

MONTHLY QUIZ

At the end of July, Mike and | paid a visit fo
Stowe School in Buckingham. As we walked
up to the entrance, there on the front steps
was the Gallagher Premiership Rughy
Trophy!

The reigning champions, Northampton
Saints, were holding a junior training camp,
so we couldn't resist having our photo taken

¥

Wi’rh the trophy... even if they did beat Exeter Chiefs in last season's Premiership Final! <=

This Month's Quiz
How heavy is the Gallagher Premiership Rugby Trophy?

Email your answer to essingtonrufc@gmail.com for your chance to win a free drink at the club. The
correct answer will be revealed in next month's newsletter. Good luck!



Essington RUFC Clubhouse

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT AT ESSINGTON RUGBY GLUB!

Anniversaries Training Courses
Parties Small Conferences
Graduations Events

For booking enquiries:
-Scan the QR code
- Call us on 0751 402 5623
-Message us on Facebook
or Instagram

Facebook:Essington Rughby Club Instagram @Essington_Rugby_club
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